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This week I would have been enjoying family camp with my family and good friends up at 
Charis.  It’s by far my favorite camp, as there is time to play, drink coffee, and have adult 
conversations throughout the week.  I especially enjoy watching my kids running around, 
sweating, laughing, and coming back with scrapes and stories.   
  
Somewhere along the way, it became natural for me to focus on what I don't have instead of 
what I do have.  Since 2013 I have worked on establishing a new way of thinking, a new way 
of looking at things.  I don't get it right all the time, but I am a lot better at focusing on what I 
do have, not what I am lacking.  So although I miss family camp, I have been overflowing 
with thanks over the simplest things this summer:  Waking up every morning to a wife I love, 
a wife who is committed to walking closely with Jesus, and investing in my boys.  Eating din-
ner every night with my family, sharing fun and hard stories from the day.  Walking over to 
the skate park to watch and celebrate a ‘new learn’ (a new trick) from one of my boys.  I love 
most of all the way my boys are approaching the skate park community, learning to depend 
on Jesus, growing in their kingdom responsibility to represent Jesus wherever they 
go.  Summer is really a great time and I love it!!! 
  
Now at the same time, this summer is so different.   I would prefer putting down the camera 
to record a welcome and just pick up a mic, look people in the eyes and be all together at 
Princess and Williams.  I’m sure praying into a camera will eventually become natural, but 
it’s just not.  To be honest, I find it frustrating that we can't just plan a family gathering with-
out thinking about hand sanitizers, masks, and numbers.  It's just a unique and challenging 
place to be in. 
  
So through all the challenges, I look for bright spots.  And a bright spot for me this week was 
sitting at Flo Epp’s table with my wife.  We were able to have lunch with Flo and she looked 
radiant!  She had a warm smile as usual and she was wearing this white button-up shirt with 
blue and red lines...hard to describe but she looked so summery, so full of life, and so full of 
Jesus.  What a joy to see Jesus in others, to connect with others who are a part of God's 
family.  I love this family, I am thankful to be welcomed in and feel a sense of belonging.  I 
hope all of you do as well! 
  
Marty Bennett 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

DEVOTIONAL 

Hospitality 
 

This week I listened to a meditation on an App called Abide.  It blessed me and so I want to share 
it with you today.  
 

When you think of the word hospitality? What comes to mind? Is it images of a pristine home and 
freshly baked homemade cookies, or something deeper and more real?  Well through Christ we 
are welcomed right into the heart of God.  He takes us messy and imperfect and gives us a place 
to belong, a family to call ours.  So because of that grace let's give grace to others, welcome 
people into our home, and our life.  It doesn't matter if you have a small home or a large home 
whether you serve dinner on paper plates or fine china.  People just want to be loved don't you do 
you?  Do you want to be more hospitable to others?   
 

Take a moment to meditate reflect and pray about serving others from Romans 15:7.  Read it 
over 3 times slowly  
 

Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you for the glory of God.  
 

What stood out to you from that verse?  What is God starting to whisper in your heart after reading 
it?  Talk to him about that right now in prayer. 
 

Prayer 
Father God, you welcomed me, and you are the God of endurance and encouragement so give 
me the patience kindness and love to be truly hospitable as you were to me. Show me how to 
open up my life and my home even when it's not comfortable even when my own life feels 
messy.  Help me to genuinely love others in your name and for Your glory.  Thank you for allowing 
me to be part of what you're doing here on earth allowing me to play my part in it. in Jesus name 
Amen. 
 

As you go about your day remember what God said to you during your prayer and how are you 
going to make hospitality a habit in your life.  Here is a question that caused me to stop and really 
think. 
 

Name one person that you are going to intentionally serve and welcome into your space. How will 
you serve them? 
 

For me, it was my neighbor Tony.  He is our Strata President and I am his VP.  He loves to talk 
and share stories.  He also stresses a lot about Strata issues.  After talking to God about this I felt 
like I could serve him by listening to his stories and engaging over the fence better and keep up to 
date with all the strata emails, responding in good time to help him process and feel supported in 
all things strata.  What name is God bringing to your mind?  May God use you to bless them and 
make them feel loved! 

Intentional Pathway to Spiritual Gifts is Online 
You have a desire to know how God has uniquely created you!  Great, we want to help you 
discover how God has made you and how you best fit together with the family at Cross 
Connection Church.  
 
We have created our first Intention Pathway and you can find it on our website under the 
Spiritual Formation tab on our home page. mychilliwackchurch.com 



 

 

 

Prayer Requests 
 Pray for Lisa Ellis as her body adjust to hemo dialysis. Pray that her energy level will continue to get 

stronger. 

 Pray for Flo that the chemo is doing it’s job and the side effects of the chemo would be minimal 

 Continued prayer for those who have recently lost loved ones 

 Take the church directory and starting at the top or bottom start praying for two or three families each 

day.  

Office hours: Tuesday & Thursday 9 - 1 
Please contact the office with any prayer requests or if you are in need of some assistance:     

604-792-4412 or crossconnection@telus.net or you can contact Pastor Rob: rob@mychilliwackchurch.com  
or Marty: marty@mychilliwackchurch.com 

Last Week’s Sermon Questions - John 17:9-19 

You can access all our recent sermons by clicking this link: https://mychilliwackchurch.com/category/sermons/ 

CHURCH LIFE UPDATES: 
 

We are looking forward to connecting with all those who are available this Saturday, July 25 at 1-4 pm at 
Vedder Park. 
 

We are aware of the sensitive stage our province is in and want to do our part in being responsible in our 
community and province.  We continue to prayerfully consider small steps we can take to help us connect as 
a family. At this time we feel like it's best to keep this gathering as simple as possible. 
 

Family Gathering 
There will be no official program, just an official gathering spot.  We will be gathering at Vedder Park from 1-4 
pm.  Come with your own chairs, blankets, picnic food, and drinks and enjoy connecting, walking, or playing 
with others from your Cross Connection family in the open space in a way that you are comfortable with. 
There will be hand sanitizer provided. 
 

Come when you can.  When you arrive, you should be able to find some people you recognize just on the 
large grassy area east of the playground. (When you get out of your car and walk towards the playground, we 
are to the left about 100 yards.) 
 

Directions  
Drive South on Vedder Rd, go past Keith Wilson and turn right on Petawawa Rd (just before the traffic 
circle) Continue straight on Petawawa, (it will take you into Vedder Park Parking lot)  
Park in the lot by the playground.  

 Do you believe that Jesus truly has good things in mind for you?  

 if not, what is hindering you from that belief? 

 Who can help your character to reflect the light Jesus wants to shine through you? 
 

https://mychilliwackchurch.com/category/sermons/

